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Drewer pencilled in as future  
Australian Le Mans winner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: Cartoonist ‘Stonie’ suggests Tom Drewer could join the list of Australian Le Mans winners. 
 
World-renowned Australian motor sport cartoonist, John 'Stonie' Stoneham has pencilled in Tom 
Drewer as one of Australia’s future Le Mans winners.  
 
In a cartoon published in this week’s  Australian Auto Action magazine, 'Stonie' has put forward 
two possible successors for David Brabham who was only the fourth Australian outright winner of 
the famous French Le Mans 24 Hour race. 
 
Joining the statues of Bernard Rubin, Vern Schuppan, Geoff and David Brabham in the cartoon are 
two names adorning unfinished plinths, that of current V8 Supercar champion Jamie Whincup and 
that of US-based Tom Drewer, an American Le Mans Series’ feeder category champion. 
 
Drewer is attempting to follow in the footsteps of fellow South Australian Vern Schuppan, who won  
Le Mans outright with Porsche in 1983, and 2009 Le Mans winner and American Le Mans Series 
regular, David Brabham.  
Continues… 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“To be mentioned in the same sentence or in this case the same drawing as the likes of the 
Brabham brothers, Vern and Whincup is a huge honour.  
 
Both David and Vern have been fantastic mentors to me in the last year and a half. Vern is also 
from Adelaide, South Australia. He helped advise me, and endorsed my decision to come to 
America last year. And ‘Brabs’ has been fantastic to talk to in the paddock during the season. 
 
They have both achieved so much, both racing in Formula 1 and winning the 24 Hour. They are 
definitely people I look up to and I’m absolutely focused on one day matching their international 
motor racing success, especially Le Mans. Hopefully I can beat Whincup to becoming the next 
Australian!” 
 
2009 is only Drewer’s second year competing in America and already he looks set to make the 
transition into the AMLS GT2 category after testing with Panoz Team PTG earlier this month. 
 
The young up-and-coming Australian sold up everything to pursue an international sportscar 
career and last year, his first time racing in America, he won ten from twelve races including the 
opening two rounds at the Sebring 12 Hour event to claim the 2008 IMSA Lites 2 Championship.  
 
This year Drewer has stepped up to the Lites 1 category driving for Daily Planet Racing/Comprent 
Motor Sports in an Élan DP-02 junior prototype and is again his talents are impressing. With the 
fastest lap of the weekend, Drewer qualified on pole position for the last race (Round 6) at New 
Jersey Motorsports Park and went on to dominate the first half of the race. 
 
“I am determined to make the transition to the main-game (American Le Mans Series) by the end 
of the year. Make no mistake, I want to drive prototypes and that is why I chose IMSA Lites, but I 
think GT2 would be the next logical progression.  
 
I nearly had a seat at Sebring for the 12 hour this year. It was really disappointing when that team 
decided to withdraw their entry, so it was fantastic to get a taste of a GT2 with Panoz the other day. 
Having that big rumbling Ford V8 up front reminded me of the V8 Supercars I drove back home.” 
 
Asked if the Panoz drive is a sign of things to come, Drewer remained a little vague.  
 
“Now that would be following in David’s footsteps! [Brabham drove both Panoz GT and 
Prototypes]. We’re currently investigating all sorts of avenues. But yes I certainly have my sights 
set on North American GT and Prototype drives.” 
 
Drewer’s next IMSA Lites races, Rounds 7 & 8 are to be held at Lime Rock, Connecticut, on July 
17 & 18 as part of the American Le Mans Series North East Grand Prix. The ALMS race will be 
David Brabham’s first event since winning Le Mans for Peugeot. He will be back driving in the 
Patron Highcroft Acura. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
 
Tom Drewer, aged 24, is an up and coming Australian driver who in his first year of North American 
competition dominated IMSA Lites 2 in 2008, taking the Championship with 11 pole positions, 10 
wins, setting 5 lap records, all on unfamiliar circuits. This gave Tom back-to-back Championships 
across the Pacific after he took the Australian Thundersports Sports Car Championship for West 
Race Cars in 2007. 
 
Tom’s driving duties were split in 2007 with seats in both the Fujitsu V8 and V8 Giant Supercar 
Series, the feeder categories to Australia's premier motor racing series, V8 Supercars. Tom made 
his transition to cars in 2002, driving Formula Vees and winning the FVASA Drivers’ Championship, 
after a stellar karting career beginning at age 7 and once backed by triple World Champion Nikki 
Lauda’s airline, Lauda-Air. 
 
Australia’s AutoAction magazine has named Tom ‘Best Overseas Rookie’ in their annual awards 
while prestigious Wheels magazine has put Tom in their ‘Hot Half Dozen Watch List’ for 2009. Given 
his pace amongst the Lites 1’s last year including a 2nd overall in Utah, Comprent also think he’s one 
to watch this year as he tries for their second consecutive Lites 1 Championship. 
 
 
 
IMSA Lites Presented by Frisby Performance Tire is the feeder category to the American  
Le Mans Series (ALMS), the premier prototype and GT endurance racing series in the world.  
Like the ALMS, IMSA Lites features three distinct classes of prototypes from global race-car 
constructors Élan Motorsport Technologies, West Race Cars and Van Diemen. 
 
The series offers drivers from around the world the opportunity to showcase their talents in front of 
ALMS team bosses in a multi-class racing environment at famous and historic racing venues such 
as Sebring, Road America, Road Atlanta, Mosport and Laguna Seca. 
 
Previous Lites 1 Champions Robbie Pecorari and Gerardo Bonilla have gone on to drive in factory 
Le Mans Series Prototypes. 
 
 
 
For more information or images: 
 
In Australia contact Mike Drewer In America contact Tom Drewer 
Phone 0419 27 3333.  Phone 404 825 2641 
Email m.drewer@bigpond.com Email t.drewer@bigpond.com Visit tomdrewer.com 


